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Considerations for Researchers: COVID-19 RISK and (Re)Consent

1. CURRENTLY APPROVED RESEARCH PROJECTS
a. Projects that have been halted due to COVID-19
i. If your research was halted due to the curtailment but you did not notify the REB and you feel that you research meets the criteria for stage 1 (critical, on-site research), fill out the PHCRI Unit Level Research Access Summary for Human Subject Research.  If approved you do NOT need to notify the REB. 
ii. If your research was halted due to the curtailment but you do not meet the criteria for resumption (not critical and cannot be conducted without in-person interactions), continue to POSTPONE your research until you qualify for resumption of your research.
b. Projects that were modified due to COVID-19
i. If you modified your research to continue without in-person activities TEMPORARILY and wish to resume in-person or come back on site, fill out the PHCRI Unit Level Research Access Summary for Human Subject Research and once approved, notify the REB that your research is back on-site and will be conducted as originally approved.  Otherwise, any changes resulting from the resumption of research will need to be outlined via an amendment in RISe (ie. Changes to recruitment, consenting etc)
ii. If you modified your research PERMANENTLY to remove in-person activities then no action needs to be taken.  
c. Projects that were not affected by COVID-19 
i. Projects that have never involved in-person research activities (and do not require on-site resources or require staff to be on-site) can CONTINUE as approved.
d. Projects that have met all provisos but have not received a certificate of approval from the REB
i. If your project meets the criteria for resumption, complete the PHCRI Unit Level Research Access Summary for Human Subject Research and when approved, notify the REB so we can release the final approval certificate in RISe.
ii. If your project does not meet the criteria for resumption continue to wait for the next steps 
e. Projects that have received a FULL APPROVAL from the REB with exemption
i. Projects that are up and running via exemption will need to complete the PHCRI Unit Level Research Access Summary for Human Subject Research to remain on site but the REB does NOT need to be notified. 

2. NEW RESEARCH PROJECTS THAT WILL BE REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY THE REB
a. COVID related projects that have received an approval via the PHCRI Unit Level Research Access Summary for Human Subject Research
b. Critical in-person research projects that have received an approval via the PHCRI Unit Level Research Access Summary for Human Subject Research
c. Research projects that do not involve in-person interactions and can be conducted remotely
All other research submitted will be prioritized and reviewed as soon as possible but certificates of approval will not be released until further notice.  Please note there is currently a backlog of applications with the REB as a result of covid-19 and review turnaround times are delayed. Once the curtailment has been lifted, these projects will receive a full approval to begin.  
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