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“Coronavirus Disease-19 (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by the severe acute respiratory syndrome 

coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), a novel virus that is responsible for the current global pandemic. Risk factors for poor 

outcomes among COVID-19 patients include older age, male sex, and comorbidities such as obesity, diabetes and 

high blood pressure. Although chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) has not been identified as a risk factor 

for contracting SARS-CoV-2, it is known to have an impact on severe COVID-19 including hospitalization and 

mortality. To understand why COPD patients are more prone to experience severe COVID-19 disease, we are 

exploring possible cellular and molecular changes in the airway of these patients through single cell-omics.” 
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