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“Scleroderma is an autoimmune disorder, which leads to fibrosis of the skin, connective tissue, and internal organs. 
Patients with scleroderma are susceptible to developing interstitial lung disease (ILD). To better understand the 
lung involvement of scleroderma, our study includes patients with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF), a form of ILD 
not associated to scleroderma. Our study aims to observe the differences in disease progression and pathogenesis 
of patients with scleroderma, scleroderma-associated ILD, and patients with IPF. Fibrocytes, fibroblasts, and 
myofibroblasts have a role in secreting extracellular matrix proteins. Hence, these cell types may be driving the 
excess collagen deposition in tissues observed in scleroderma patients. Establishing a primary human fibrocyte cell 
culture model from scleroderma patients, will allow us to test the impact of potential therapeutics to slow down or 
reverse fibrotic disease.” 
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